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Language Exchange Lounge Series

Join our lively lounge events to meet friendly native speakers and
fellow language learners from around the world!

Hosted at the Asahikawa International Center from 18:00-19:00

|Pengyou Lounge

Chinese & Japanese Exchange * i 2/4 (Wed)
Solniska Lounge ﬂﬂ 2/5 (Thu)
Russian & Japanese Exchange "e

IK x J Lounge © &

Korean & Japanese Exchange 'ﬁ 2/19 (ThU)

INihongo Lounge ~ .
LJapanese Exchange : %" 2/20 (F")

Asahikawa 2/6-211  EXperience 2/14
Wﬁm F@Sﬁva Friday- Wednesday Jamm Cumumé Saturday

TIME: 10:00-20:00 TIME: 14:00-16:00

LOCATION: Tokiwa Park bygggghibashiiBridge LOCATION: Asahikawa International Center
DETAILS: Experience winter wonderland in Asahikawa DETAILS: Enjoy different Japanese cultural ~ \

by attending the Asahikawa Winter Festival! The festival experiences with locals from Asahikawa! From -
this year will be Vulpix-themed! There you can see the

Vulpix-themed stage, get limited edition Vulpix goods, as
well as enjoy other amusements such as ice slides, ice

maze, food markets, performances, and even fireworks!

NOTE: Fireworks are only on 2/6 (FRI), 2/7 (SAT), 2/11 (WED)
Scan the QR Code for more details.
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Inside this issue...

Japanese calligraphy to origami, there are many
workshops for everyone to enjoy Japanese culture! /'\ f'\

REGISTRATION ENCOURAGED BUT NOT REQUIRED! %
FEEL FREE TO JOIN ON THE DAY OF EVENT =
Scan the QR Code for Registration "

Check out our website and social
media for information regarding the events above.

For further information or to register

for events, contact:

Asahikawa International Committee (AIC)

Address: Asahikawa International Center Feeeal 7F,
1-jo-dori 8-chome, Asahikawa 070-0031

Tel: (0166) 25-7491 Fax: (0166) 23-4924

Email: asahikawainternationalcenter@gmail.com

Website: https://asahikawaic.jp/en/

Scan the QR Code to
check out our
homepage!

X (formerly twitter) Facebook Instagram
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Follow us on social media Ef5E
for latest updates and E
upcoming events! X
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The following information was written referencing the JR Hokkaido website.
For more information, please visit https://www.jrhokkaido.co.jp/

NOTICE:
CHANGES [N
JR LIMITED
EXPRESS TRAINS

By John Mabilangan

Phasing Out Non-Reserved Seats and S Tickets

Hokkaido JR Limited Express trains (3¥2%!E) run between Sapporo and Asahikawa. They also go to
places like Wakkanai and Abashiri.

On the Sapporo—Asahikawa route, passengers could use the S-Ticket (S-& o.3%). This ticket was cheaper
than buying two separate tickets. It allowed people to sit in non-reserved seats and was valid for a round
trip within six days.

From this spring, JR Hokkaido will remove all non-reserved seats. All seats will become reserved
seats. Because of this change, the S-Ticket will stop being sold on March 9, 2026 are usable only up
to March 13, 2026.

JR Hokkaido says this change is to make seating fair. People who get on at the first station often find seats
easily, while others must stand for the whole trip.

Affected Limited Express Trains

« Kamui Limited Express, Lilac Limited Express (Sapporo < Asahikawa)
. Soya Limited Express, Sarobetsu Limited Express (Sapporo < Wakkanai)
« Ohotsk Limited Express (Sapporo < Abashiri)

. . . . . N X N N N
Tickets That Will No Longer Be Available This Spring 2026

« Round-trip Non-Reserved Seating Discount Ticket (S-Ticket) ﬂ

« Round-trip Reserved Seating Discount Ticket (R-Ticket)

. Sapporo Rapid Limited Express Ticket

. Asahikawa < Nayoro 4-Ticket-Set 00000000000 ESE ——
o . ‘[ TICKET |

. Sapporo Round Trip Limited Ticket '. .

. Furano & Sapporo Round Trip Ticket ﬂﬂ

. Furano Biei Rail Ticket
. Asahiyama Zoo Ticket/ Asahiyama Zoo Access Ticket

Introducing Eki-Net

With the end of Limited Express Tickets and more reserved seats, JR Hokkaido is promoting its website,
Ekinet, for buying train tickets. Ekinet can be used on computers and smartphones and allows users to buy
tickets easily, often at a lower price.

One-Way Ticket Sapporo < Asahikawa One-Way Ticket Sapporo < Asahikawa
Standard Price Ekinet Discount Price (Tokkyuu Tokudane)

[ ¥.57440 £27A402¥47340




The following information was written referencing the JR Hokkaido website.
For more information, please visit https://www.jrhokkaido.co.jp/

Reserving a Discount Ticket with Ekinet

1.Create a JRE ID
To use Ekinet, users must first create a JRE ID which is an account for Japan
Railways East.
Having a JRE ID not only allows you to access Ekinet, but also charge your
Suica card, JR apps, and other services by Japan Railways
Link: https://www.eki-net.com/Personal/member/wb/Jreid/JreidSelect

2. Log-In to Ekinet
Log into Ekinet using your JRE ID. E E

3.Reserve Your Ticket z
1.Fill in your travel details as seen in the picture @
o Departure, Destination E- i
o One-Way or Round-Trip Scan to go to Ekinet
o Departure & Arrival times, etc.
2.Select which train you would like to board @
3. After selecting, be sure to select 157 & (reserved seating), and select the third option, k2 721&
(tokudane), for the reduced price ®
4.0n the next page, you can select your seat by clicking FEfEZ&R (v — k< v ) =R
5. Afterwards, add your payment options and pay for your ticket.
6.0nce you paid for your ticket you will receive an email with a QR code. Go to a ticketing machine at
your station and scan the QR code to issue your ticket. Please do this in advance!

Scan to create JRE ID
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Learn Japanese & Engllish through Card Games
B=RF5=L%BLT, .%£ BB R
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Language learning can sometimes feel endless and tiring because of the large amount of
vocabulary and expressions to learn. One way to make learning more efficient is to focus
on words and expressions that are fun and commonly used, since these tend to be easier
to remember. One fun and useful group of expressions comes from games! Here are

some helpful card game expressions in both English and Japanese.

Eary Cld. BABNTHEBOREMMZAEINABVWEEDHD. BENTLES LD HD EY, 8z K DMRIICT B ToICIE
HELLT SLEDNBZRWEZRZEHAYITT, BELES. TOLSBEBCPRRIILVICEDP TVHSTY, L TEF
BRI[EWVWZIE, F—LTEONZREFELHD 9. UTIE RICZDARFBLREBDORFETY,

Japanese ICIFA T English ZgE Example Sentence I

Please pull from the deck.

AL (o & A7) Deck WAL P B A~ REBIDINTFE L,
. g | can see your hand!
. It’s my turn to roll the dice
& (ITA) " SN
IEE (L Al A) Turn FOETHIOZRIDET,

Let's take turns drawing cards
JEETH—RZ5ITFL&£D!

To end your turn, you must_draw a card.

h—kz5 (V) < Drawacard ERR(B)DB LS. H—REIL DT,

| shuffled the cards before the game started.

A—FE&LCENH)S | Shufile W(1EC)E BAI(FR). A—FELEIN F L.
R . . This card lets you skip one player’s turn.
Z-YEROET  Skipatumn CON— R TREGBLVTODE—VERIETC EATEET,
o . Since you already played this card, you need to discard it.
N—REREEITS Discardacard -5 ks SHE) LENS. BTHNE T,
e . [ will play 3 cards during my turn.
N—FElE)S Play a card FAD 2 — > DRI V). D REIM(FLIHLET,




